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golia and the Yangtze would follow the victories on the
Eastern and Western fronts. But where the insignificant
British subject has just cause of complaint is that, having
sacrificed British interests all over the world in vain
attempts to placate Germany and to tie Japan to us, when
the inevitable war came we were practically unprepared
in Europe, and in Asia we had to start bribing Japan all
over again. Before the catastrophe the troglodytes of
Downing Street had struck " war " out of their dictionary :
when it broke out they hurriedly re-inserted the word and,
performing an acrobatic somersault, said, " Oh, we knew
it was coming." The long-suffering taxpayer, inured to
the effeteness of our diplomacy, has not got the backbone
to say, " Then why the devil didn't you prepare for it ? "
The late Baron de Reuter, recluse as he was from society
but closely in touch with affairs, wrote only too truly,
" as for a strong man, British diplomacy does not know
one/'

The second point for the student to grasp is the Tokio
interpretation of " rights/' " interests " and " spheres
of influence/' When Japan was only an island nation
she had, or rather she claimed that she had, rights and
interests in Korea. When, after the Sino-Japanese War,
she acquired Formosa, those rights spread as fast as the
mumps to Fukien on the opposite shores of the Formosa
Channel. When she absorbed Korea, the rights and in-
terests automatically expanded to Manchuria and Kwan-
tung. As these districts fell into her hands the rights
and interests went still farther afield to Mongolia, Chili
and Shantung. It is a definite claim in Japanese foreign
policy that Japanese rights and interests are not con-
fined to territory in her occupation or within her exclusive
sphere of influence, but extend to all territories abutting
on or adjacent thereto. This is quite distinctly expressed
in the Franco-Japanese Agreement of 1907 and in Count
Hayashi's comment thereto,1 Although not Christians,
the Japanese most firmly approve of the text: " To him

1 See The Secret Memoirs of Count Hayashi, Eveleigh Nash., Londoa,